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A. Title of the Seminar - Tribals in India: Constitutional Provisions, Issues and Way
Forward

B. Type of the Activity- Seminar on Indian Politics

C. Organizing Department/Committee — Department of Political Science
D. Date of the Activity: 18/08/2022

E. Number of Participants: 28

F. Name of Speakers and their affiliation: Mr. Samiul Sk , (Assistant Professor,
Department of Political science) will be present as the speaker of this seminar

G. Flyer:

H. Outcome of the Seminar:

The seminar was conducted successfully by the Department of Political Science, Government
General Degree College, Chapra. The students participated in the same with great enthusiasm.
They were acquainted with the following concepts and discussions,

1. Home to a large number of tribal people, known as Adivasis, India has the second largest
tribal population in the world. Tribal Communities are a integral segment of Indian society
since the days of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. The tribal people through the country
have rich traditions, cultures and heritage with unique life styles and customs. Despite some
regional variation, the tribes share many common traits, including living in relative
geographical isolation, and being relatively more homogeneous and more self-contained than
the non-tribal social groups.

2. The areas inhabited by the tribal constitute a significant part of the under developed areas of
the country. India’s population includes nearly one hundred million tribal people. The two
main regions of tribal settlement are the country’s northeastern states bordering China and
Burma, and the highlands and plains of its central and southern regions. The latter is home to
more than 80 per cent of the tribes, which differ from the northeastern tribes in ethnicity and
in having experienced greater “intrusion of the Indian mainstream and of the pan-Indian model
of the state, society, economy and culture”. There are also differences in the extent to which



the tribes interact with non-tribal communities. While the northeastern tribes are usually
isolated communities, the tribes in peninsular India may at times coexist with non-tribal people.

3. The Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes Commission appointed by the President of India
on 28 April 1960 pursuant to Article 339 of the Constitution of India in its report of 14 October
1961 stated that “As these groups are presumed to form the oldest ethnological sector of the
population, the term “Adivasi” (‘Adi’= original and ‘Vasi’= inhabitant) has become current
among certain people. The International Labour Organization has classified such people as
“indigenous”. The Government of India has initiated a number of steps to develop socio
economic conditions of tribal population in the country.

4. Recognizing the need to protect the socio-cultural fabric of tribal communities and
underscoring their role in nation-building, the makers of the Constitution of India made special
provisions for the protection of tribal culture and the development of Scheduled Tribes. These
include the conservation of their language, script and other cultural elements, ensuring their
educational interests, providing economic safeguards and taking steps for political
empowerment.

5. Apart from the above constitutional safeguards, a separate Ministry named the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs was set up in 1999 with the objective of providing a more focused approach to
the integrated socio-economic development of the Scheduled Tribes (STs). The programmes
and schemes of the Ministry are intended to support and supplement other Central Ministries,
State Governments and voluntary organizations and to fill critical gaps in institutions and
programmes, taking into account the situation of STs through financial assistance.

6. In another initiative for tribal empowerment, the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (In short FRA) was enacted by the
Parliament to recognize and vest forest rights in the Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers who have been residing in forest land for generations, but
whose rights on ancestral lands and their habitat were not adequately recognized resulting in
historical injustice to them. The Act came into effect on 31.12.2007. The Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Rules, 2007 were notified on
01.01.2008. Under this act, total Community rights given up to May 2014 was 23,578 whereas
during the period from 2014 to June 2023, 86,621 community rights have been given across
the country. The total extent of land distributed during the period from the inception of FRA to
May 2014 was 55.30 lakh acres whereas, during the period from 2014 to June 2023, 122.60
lakh acres have been given, which is almost double the figure during the period till May 2014.
A total of 177.90 lakh acres of forest land (47.56 lakh acres individual and 130.34 lakh acres
community) has been distributed up to 30.06.2023 across the country.

7. Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) have been set up to provide quality education
to ST students (Class VI-XII) in remote areas through residential schooling facilities. Presently,
more than 1.2 lakh students are enrolled in 401 EMRS. It is noteworthy to know that the number
of female students (60,815) in EMRSs exceeds that of male students (59,255). Moreover, a
total of 38,000 teachers and support staff are being recruited for the Ekalavya Model
Residential Schools which will benefit 3.5 lakh tribal students. A number of Fellowship and
Scholarship Programmes have also been launched to provide financial assistance to ST students
for studies ranging from pre-matric and post-matric levels to the pursuit of higher education
and studies abroad. Notably, during the last nine years, a total of 3.15 Crore tribal students have



received scholarships/fellowships of over Rs. 17,087 Crore (from April 2014 till September
2023).

8. Prioritizing the welfare of tribal communities, the budget allocation of the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs has been substantially increased from Rs.4295.94 crore in 2013-14 to Rs.12461.88
crore in 2023-24 i.e., an increase of around 190.01%. Funds are released to States under Article
275(1) of the Constitution to enable them to meet the cost of such schemes of development as
may be undertaken by the State for the purpose of promoting tribal welfare. Under the Pradhan
Mantri Vanbandhu Vikas Yojana, a venture capital fund has been set up to promote
entrepreneurship/start-up projects by ST youth. Minimum Support Price (MSP) is ensured for
Minor Forest Produce, and marketing support for tribal products is provided through the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Jatiya Vikas Mission. Under this mission, the total number of VVan Dhan
Vikas Kendra (VDVK) sanctioned is 3958 while an amount of Rs. 398.49 crore has been
disbursed. A total number of 183412 tribal persons is associated with this scheme. In addition,
financial aid is provided to Voluntary Organizations working for the welfare of Scheduled
Tribes for projects in education, health and livelihood.

9. TRIFED, (Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India) supports retail
marketing for livelihood development among tribal communities of India. A provision of Rs.
288 crores has also been made in the annual budget estimate for the fiscal year 2023-24 to be
implemented through TRIFED, specifically through the formation of Self-Help Groups and
producer enterprises. Under TRIFED, a Central Sector Scheme ‘Marketing and Logistics
Development for Promotion of Tribal Products from North -Eastern Region (PTP-NER)’, was
launched for the benefit of Scheduled Tribes of the Northeastern Region, in Manipur on 18th
April, 2023.
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